An outbreak of neonatal sepsis presenting with exanthematous rash caused by Klebsiella pneumoniae.
Newborns often present with skin conditions ranging from transient benign to severe. An occasional cause of neonatal exanthemic rash is infection due to Gram-positive bacteria, but Gram-negative infection is uncommon. We describe an outbreak of sepsis in 10 neonates over a 2-week period, caused by Klebsiella pneumoniae in a level III neonatal intensive care unit (NICU). Seven babies developed an exanthematous maculopapular rash. Molecular analysis by pulsed-field gel electrophoresis showed that all the babies with rash were infected by a single strain of K. pneumoniae which was distinct from the strain recovered from babies without rash.